


 
 Introduction  
 
This conference aims to deconstruct and disentangle European history as the subject of 
all histories, and suggests the possibility to write connected histories of the processes 
of social inequality and labour coercion that emerged from various parts of the world in 
distinct periods.  
 
Social and labour historians have been traditionally committed to foregrounding the 
conflicts that shaped the histories of social inequality and coercion within Europe 
across class, gender, ethnicity, citizenship and age. However, their works have long 
remained not only centred on (specific parts of) Europe, but also connected with a 
Eurocentric view that more or less explicitly considered the trajectory of European 
history as a model for any other territory and population of the globe. Similarly, 
although global history emerged as a field of study engaged with the need to overcome 
Eurocentrism and methodological nationalism, very often global historians take Europe 
as a given, loaded with master narratives influencing the ways we tell the histories from 
other parts of the world.  
 
The conference seeks to provide an environment for informal conversation on these 
fundamental topics in social, labour and global history. Here we ask questions such as: 
Is it possible to  master narrative about Europe from within? Which 
(part of) Europe are we talking about? How can a more differentiated view on Europe (in 
both past and present) contribute to debates on master narratives and inequalities in 
global history?  
 
The format of the conference is designed to foster exchange and conversation. There will be 
no traditional panels and presentations, but rather thematic roundtables in which all 
participants are asked to read pre-circulated texts. The discussants, each with a different 
disciplinary background, will propel and facilitate the conversation, by addressing common 
key words and questions (see programme).  
The final roundtable with activists from Sezonieri fighting for the rights of Eastern 
European agricultural workers in Austria today is intended to provide a much needed 
forum for discussion of themes related to social inequality beyond the academia.  



Thursday, 02 September 2021  
 
9:00 10:30am  
Juliane Schiel (University of Vienna) and Johan Heinsen (Aalborg University)  
Historicising the concept of Europe in Global History  
 
Margareth Lanzinger (University of Vienna)  
Researching social inequality at the University of Vienna  
 
 
11:00 12:30am  
Historical Perspectives on Social Inequality in Europe  
Chair: Juliane Schiel (University of Vienna)  
Discussants: Guido Alfani (Bocconi University), Dietlind Hüchtker (University of Vienna)  
 
Readings:  

 Guido Alfani and Matteo Di Tullio, Introduction. In 
and the Rise of the Fiscal State in Preindustrial Europe, pp. 1-18.  

 
 
2:00 3:30pm  
Contemporary Perspectives on Social Inequalities in Europe  
Chair: Johan Heinsen (Aalborg University)  
Discussants: Manuela Boatc  (University of Freiburg), Devi Sacchetto (University of 
Padua)  
 
Readings:  

 Manuela Boatc , Thinking Europe Otherwise: Lessons from the Caribbean, 
Current Sociology, 69 (2020), pp. 389-414.  

 
 
4:00 5:30pm  
Confronting Research Fields of European and Global History: Servitude and 
Household Service in Europe and the Globe  
Chair: Christian G. De Vito (University of Bonn)  
Discussants: Maria Ågren (Uppsala University), Nitin Varma (Humboldt University, 
Berlin)  
 
Readings:  

 Victoria K. Haskins and Claire Lowrie, Introduction. Decolonizing Domestic 
e Lowrie 

(eds.), Colonization and Domestic Service. Historical and Contemporary 
Perspectives, 1-18.  

 Jane Whittle, Introduction: Servants in the Economy and Society of Rural 
Servants in Rural Europe, pp. 1-18.  

 
 
6:30 7:30pm Roundtable Discussion:  
Sezonieri: A Campaign for the Rights of Agricultural Workers in Austria 




















































































































































































